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We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this country. 
Always was, always will be, indigenous land. 

Together we care for our island and river, for the future!

http://www.dangarislandleague.com 
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By the time you are reading 
this the League will have 
just had our annual general 
meeting and the new 
committee will be in place 
for 2023. Notwithstanding 
those changes, our focus will 
remain on working with our 
local communities and trying 

to find a resolution to the parking issues with 
Hornsby Shire Council.
In addition we are working with Council and 
the RSPCA in a pilot program to assist in 
issues involved in managing domestic pets. 
We hope to organise a workshop/presentation 
organised in the new year. We will continue to 
focus on representing our community and local 
environmental issues. 
I hope that most of you will have read our 
submission to Council in relation to parking, if not 
please check it out on the website. 
I want to note that the submission was the end 
result of a lot of hard work and coordination by 
a group of people including Brenda Hall who 
spoke for our older residents and drove the needs 
survey, Bronek Karcz who corralled the troops, 
Ron Barrelle who developed and presented a 
series of very clever and viable options, Vanessa 
O'Keefe representing the BMC and river commuter 
perspective, and Kathy Merrick who pulled the 
contributions together to form the DIL submission 
to Council. Stephen Cribb from Wobby has also put 
in a tremendous effort. We are incredibly grateful 
for the work they and many others have put in. 
Christmas is fast approaching and I want to wish 
everyone, on behalf of the League committee, all 
the best for the festive season. Hope you have a 
safe and happy summer and see you in 2023!
Stephen Boyle, President DIL

Plants, Birds, Travellers
A wet summer is predicted over 2022 -23, so it’s 
a good time now to plant for the hot and dry years 
ahead. Consider planting fire retardant plants local 
to Dangar Island that will provide the food that 
Dangar Island birds, possums, bats and insects 
depend on. Tree species that don’t tend to burn, 

and reduce wind speed as well 
as radiant heat, are the Port 
Jackson Fig - Ficus rubiginosa, 
Cheese tree - Glochidion 
ferndinandi, Blueberry Ash 
- Elaeocarpus reticulatus, 
Coastal Wattle - Acacia 
longifolia, Christmas Bush- 
Ceratopetalum gummiferum, 
(pictured) Coachwood - 
Ceratopetalum apetalum and 
Scentless Rosewood - Synoum 
glandulosum. Ground covers 
with thick leaves are Dianella 
laevis - Smooth Flax Lilly. 

For those keen gardeners near or along Bradleys 
Beach, Hornsby Council has supplied plants local 
to this part of the island for the endangered Swift 
parrot and to help slow down erosion along the 
shore. If you live in this area and would like some 
plants, contact Ana.
From October, Grey Mangrove seeds have been 
arriving on our shores. The mangrove, called 
Marubai by the Guringai people, sends out its 
seeds complete with roots and leaves ready to 
grow. Mangroves prevent erosion and absorb 
storm surges during extreme weather events, 
provide nursery habitat for many fish and shellfish, 
and protect water quality by removing nutrients 
and pollutants. If you’d like to foster and plant a 
mangrove seedling, Jude Prichard can help you 
with her expertise in growing Mangrove seedlings.
The tides have also washed upon our shores the 
beautiful clear, jelly sausages of the Sand snail. If 
you look closely at these u shaped clear sausages, 
you will see thousands of tiny eggs. The Sand 
snails live in the sandy tidal zones around the 
island where they eat other molluscs by drilling a 
hole through the shell of their prey and then suck 
out their flesh through the hole.
Another well travelled visitor to our island is the 
Caper White butterfly. It gets blown to the island 
off its 1000s of kilometre migratory trip by the 
western winds. You may have seen these white, 
yellow and black butterflies on the island feeding 
off the Onion Weed and Privet flowers.
Ana Pollak, Environmental Representative, DIL 
99857707

Change from change? 
Get a Travel Eleven card for the price of TEN!

EFTPOS machine 
@ 0499 935 103

Mon to Fri: 0830 – 1930
Sat & Sun: 0900 – 1730

• More Drivers Always Wanted •
All you need is a current NSW driver’s licence. 

Commit as little or as much time as you can spare. 
Contact Judy Nikola, 0415 488 606, Trainer,  
DI-Vehicle Management Committee NSW Christmas Bush, 2017 | Genevieve Ginty
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Help Protect Mareela Reef
Ana Rubio, Environmental Scientist (Estuaries), 
Natural Resources, Hornsby Shire Council

Hornsby Council has been working closely with 
the Dangar Island League in producing a number 
of initiatives to address the protection of Mareela 
Reef. Recently residents have observed an 
increased number of visitors trampling over the 
reef, in addition to an increased number of dogs 
wandering unleashed in the area. 
A series of educational signs have been developed 
to raise awareness of this sensitive area which will 
be installed at a number of locations including the 
Ferry terminals, entrances to Bradley's Beach, and 
in areas surrounding the reef. 

Fluffy  
Fledgling 
Frogmouth
Georgia Lynn-Robinson

We are very privileged to have 
seen this fledgling Tawny 
Frogmouth on the Island.  
Frogmouths are not owls and 
are native to the Australian 
mainland and Tasmania.  They 
perch completely still during 
the day, carefully camouflaging 
themselves against the tree 
trunk.
Tawny Frogmouths are 
carnivorous and considered 
to be among Australia’s most 
effective pest control birds, 
as their diet consists of large 
nocturnal insects.  They pounce 
on the ground to catch their 
prey and are slow to return to 
flight, making them vulnerable 
to attack.  House cats are their 
most significant predator.
They partner for life and 
pairs usually stay in the same 
territory for more than a 
decade.
A few years ago I was watching 
a nesting pair when a Channel 
Billed Cuckoo swooped down 
and pushed the parent off the 
nest and threw both eggs onto 
the ground!  Therefore it makes 
me very happy to see that this 
cute little fledgling has survived.Fluffy Podargus strigoides chick | Photo: Bill Lynn-Robinson

In addition, a brochure will also be left in holiday 
lettings. We are expecting to have these initiatives 
completed prior to the summer holidays. 
We hope to be able to engage the local kids in an 
oyster shell painting activity that will be used to 
decorate some of the educational signs. Keep your 
eyes peeled for more details on this activity.

Mareela Reef Colouring Activity
The front page of this issue is a summer holiday 
colouring activity for young and old. A digital line 
drawing of a heron standing on Mareela Reef by 
Genevieve Ginty. Extra copies of the image are 
available at the Depot and Bowlo.
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Memories
Bruce Lambert

Another day at school 
and we are going to cop it. 
The nuns have it in for us 
so nothing now will stop it.

No rosary for us 
for we are the unsainted. 
The only two girls in the school 
who truly are the tainted.

The strap around the legs 
will surely bring compliance. 
Though it does nothing to reduce 
the strength of our alliance.

Home again and time for tea 
and still it's bread and dripping. 
If only once it was 
bread without the dripping.

Next day is a day of dread 
as the Rent Man soon appears. 
"Don't make a sound" my aunt     
  has said 
or he will put us in arrears.

Time to chop the wood 
and stack it by the door. 
Kindling for the chip heater 
the need is ever more.

The bell does toll for church 
and we duly do attend. 
What little we have left. 
We give to make amend.

We scrimp and save 
and struggle to get by. 
Along with many others 
it is all we can but try.

For destitute and homeless 
a humpy is at best. 
At least we were not ever 
put sorely to that test.

Now times have passed 
along with many others. 
As I slowly realise 
these memories are my mother's.

There’s been loads of tinkering around the garden 
post deluge, and with a few dry days under our belt 
we’re pushing full steam ahead into the warmer 
months with planting and composting.
Our No.1 goal is to connect our second water tank 
to the repaired gutter and to get our drip lines in 
before Xmas. It’s hard to envisage a time when 

water will be scarce but it’s amazing how quickly things dry out with 
even a slight rise in temperature. Utilizing the amazing water storage 
capacity we now have coming off the bowlo roof means we can keep 
our leafy greens fed and moist going into summer.

Exciting projects ahead are to build the bowlers’ arbor, turn the 
northside slope into a meadow of herbs & flowers, and shore-up the 
veggie beds toward the old bamboo Taj, which is currently being 
crowned by the very pretty flowering kiwifruit vine. We’ve already 
had a bumper berry crop, especially the blueberries, always a source 
of yummy fun for the little ones. There’s cucumbers, basil, tomato, 
leafy greens, broad-beans and more starting to come on… oh, and our 
native beehive has arrived

Our tiny island garden has always been a bit different, a bit of an 
odd-ball, quirky, creative, a little eccentric - like the community itself.  
Gardens are ever-evolving spaces and DiG is no exception. We prefer 
to create a curve even when the physics tells us it must be straight! 
We openly celebrate a bit of chaos, the random and the ephemeral, 
and we are filled with gratitude to the island community for its 
support and encouragement.

We have deliberately avoided a system of privatised plots or 
allotments in favour of a community-focused, open-hearted approach, 
where reciprocity, mutual cooperation and trust are encouraged, 
where people can pick produce anytime, being mindful to only take 
small amounts and repay either in time, donation or supporting our 
pop-up raffles and fundraisers. This ethos works well and reflects 
something intrinsic to island life. If you feel like popping down on a 
Sunday for a spot of gardening we’d love to see you, absolutely zero 
skill required, just a willingness to muck in! Wishing you all a happy 
and safe summer!
Til neste gang DiGSTARS!
Mish Moore, DiG

“There is no right way to garden.  
All gardens are worthy and wondrous.” 

      – Jac Semmler

Milky Way
Spiralling around a blackhole,
Like pouring milk on the galaxy.
Making a deep, deep bellow,
Possibly smelling like a bright tomorrow,
Some of the universe's power of life, on a long borrow,
Longer than your baby sibling's sorrow,
Slowly drifting through the colossal universe.

Marcus Bosnic (11y)
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There’s some controversy 
surrounding the name of this 
native orchid. The species 
was originally described as 
Dendrobium linguiforme in 
1800 by Swedish botanist Olof 
Swartz. This was then revised 
to Dockrillia linguiformis in 
1981 by German botanist 
Friedrich Brieger, but the 
National Herbarium of NSW 
did not accept this change.  So 
both names are valid - in a way - 
depending on which source you 
are reading.

Native Plant Profile: Dendrobium linguiforme
What’s undisputed is that the 
specific epithets ‘linguiforme’ 
and ‘linguiformis’ both derive 
from the Latin ‘lingua’ meaning 
‘tongue/language’ and ‘forma’ 
meaning ‘shape.’  Looking at the 
succulent leaves of this species, 
furrowed on their upper surface, 
it’s easy to see why its common 
name is ‘Tongue Orchid.’
These little tongues lap closely 
along the surface of their 
substrate.  It grows either as 
an epiphyte (on trees) or a 
lithophyte (on rock faces), with 
roots emanating from its stems 
along the length of the plant.  
Its natural distribution extends 
along the east coast from NSW 
to Queensland, and it is quite a 
hardy plant, tolerating a range of 
conditions. 

The species typically flowers 
between September and October. 
The spidery white/cream orchids 
are tiny, but en-masse, the display 
can be quite impressive.  Each 
flower stalk or ‘inflorescence’ 
can reach 15cm long, bearing 
up to twenty fragrant flowers. If 
you look at an archetypal orchid 
flower diagram, there is a central 
sepal at the top called the ‘dorsal 
sepal’ (similar to the dorsal fin on 
a shark or dolphin which sticks 
straight up out of the water). But 
the flowers of D. linguiforme are 
inverted relative to this diagram 
- the dorsal sepal hangs directly 
downwards. It seems the naming 
isn’t the only thing that’s a little 
confusing about this species!
Josephine Bridge, Botanical 
Artist, DI Bushcare
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The Grouch'ef!
Summer is upon us, or so the 
calendar suggests, and it’s time 
to start planning end of year 
celebrations. The Mullet Mail 
hears that resident chef/grouch* 
Arn creates magnificent feasts 
from almost nothing. We have 
tracked him down to his veranda, 
looking for tips for our own 
festivities.
MM: So Arn, do you have any 
suggestions that are easy to 
make but sure to be a hit?
Arn: Marinade prawns in a mix 
of sweet chilli sauce, chopped 
coriander, grated lemon rind, 
chopped garlic, half a cup of 
Chinese cooking wine. Cook 
over a hot grill, then serve with 
a squeeze of lemon. Also good 
refrigerated and tossed through a 
mango salad.

Still Life at Trevally House
Sunny South

The rain held off for our first Art on the River 
workshop in October. It was a day of creativity, 
yummy food and good company with a spectacular 
river view. 
With the large refectory table decorated with pears, 
flowers and beautiful little vessels for inspiration, 
Trish Crampton gathered us all on the veranda and 
set us up for our first activity – creating gift tags 
and cards. This loosened up our hand and got us 
thinking about colour, line and composition.
After lunch we were keen to embark on the 
afternoon ‘major work’. Setting up vignettes with a 
range of ceramic pots and jars and a pear or two, 
we photographed our subject matter and began 
work on our canvases. A bit daunting, Trish guided 
our eye and palette and I think we were all quite 
amazed at the results. 
In 2023 we’re keen to host seasonal workshops 
here at Trevally House. We’d love to hear from 
any creatives on the river who’d like to run a 
day next year. Some ideas we’ve thought of 

MM: What’s your recipe for 
mango salad?
Arn: Surely you know how to 
make mango salad! Just mango, 
chopped fresh coriander, lime 
juice, chilli flakes to taste, a bit 
of fish sauce and soy sauce, then 
throw the prawns in.
MM: You have a crowd to feed – 
what's on your table? 
Arn: Prawn and mango salad; a 
big bowl of mussels in a lemon, 
garlic, butter and white wine 
sauce, served with crispy sour 
dough; a couple of  whole roast 
ducks.
MM: How do you prepare the 
duck?
Arn: Slow simmer for ¾ hour 
in a broth of water, soy sauce, 
garlic, oyster sauce, heaps of 
ginger, Chinese five spice, an 
onion, then turn off and leave to 
cool. Remove and pat dry, brush 
lightly with Charsu (Chinese bbq) 
sauce, then roast until the glaze 
browns.
MM: What temperature would 
you do that at?

Arn: I preheat the oven until 
super hot, put the duck in, turn 
the oven off and pull out when 
done. Chop into pieces with a 
Chinese chopper and pile on a 
platter to serve.
MM: What sort of side dishes 
will you include at your feast?
Arn: A few salads - simple and 
fresh – torn lettuce leaves, 
avocado slices, baby tomatoes in 
a rice wine vinegar, lemon and 
lime juice, peanut and sesame 
oil dressing; maybe a Japanese 
coleslaw - shredded cabbage, 
cucumber and carrot  slivers, in a 
sesame and rice vinegar dressing 
with a squirt of wasabi and some 
Kewpie mayonnaise; and roasted 
root vegetables tossed with salt, 
sesame seeds and some chopped 
dried seaweed.
MM: Can we come to your 
Christmas lunch?
Arn: Only if you wash up 
afterwards.
KM, MM
*Arn refuses to accept the title of 
chef. 

Still life 'major works'  |  Photo: Sunny South

are air dried clay moulding, photography, card 
making, Tatakizome (flower pounding) and other 
printmaking and fabric basket weaving.

Contact Sunny at 25Y if you’d like to talk about 
holding an art workshop at Trevally House - 
onthehawkesbury@gmail.com - 0432725524

mailto:onthehawkesbury%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:onthehawkesbury%40gmail.com?subject=
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As many of you know, attempts by 
the DIRFB to complete hazard 
reduction activities in Kiparra 
reserve in mid-November were 
thwarted by a burst water main 
in Brooklyn. A disappointing 
outcome for us as volunteers, 
having spent hours hauling 
hundreds of kilos of equipment to 
the top of the island only to have 
to bring a large portion straight 
back down the hill again! 
The hazard reduction for Kiparra 
Reserve was successfully 
completed on Saturday 3rd of 
December. After literally years of 
planning it's fantastic to see the 
burn finished within prescription 
and with low flame heights 
ensuring that our treasured 
reserve will recover fully over the 
coming months. A huge thankyou 
to all of our volunteers from the 
island and local brigades for their 
on-going efforts.
Hazard reduction burning is the 
deliberate, controlled use of fire 
in the landscape undertaken 
during low-risk conditions to 
reduce the availability of fuel that 
feeds a bushfire. 
Hazard reduction doesn't remove 
the threat of fire, and it doesn't 
remove the need for you and your 
family to be prepared, but it can 
reduce the intensity, and impact 
of a bushfire, and in doing so 
reduce the potential for loss of 
life and property. 

When bushfires occur, their 
behaviour is driven by three 
factors: weather conditions, 
terrain, and fuel. Of these three, 
the factor that we can have the 
most direct influence on is fuel – 
fine combustible vegetation and 
debris like dry grass, dead leaves, 
bark, and twigs.
According to Dr Andrew 
Sullivan, leader of CSIRO’s 
Bushfire Behaviour and Risks 
team, hazard reduction burning 
by itself is not a panacea.
“There’s no ‘solution’ to 
bushfires,” says Dr Sullivan.
“Hazard reduction burning is just 
one of a suite of tools that we 
use in fire management. But it 
significantly improves our ability 
to manage wildfires when they 
do occur.”
The RFS is mandated under 
NSW legislation to oversee 
hazard reduction activities across 
the state and is accountable for 
ensuring that local Brigades like 
ours complete burning for areas 

that have been identified under 
district fire management plans as 
at risk. 
In Kiparra Reserve the DIRFB 
will continue to work with 
Hornsby Shire Council, the 
RFS district command and 
other river brigades to complete 
hazard reduction activities. This 
is achieved through a cycle of 
mosaic burns across the reserve 
accounting for terrain, flora 
and fauna with the objective of 
managing low, slow burning 
practices designed to minimise 
impact to the eco-system.
Whilst the DIRFB is actively 
involved in the planning of burns 
on the island, the scope and 
scheduling of these activities are 
ultimately decided at a district 
level. At times, such as in our 
recent scenario, where a hazard 
reduction has been delayed over 
an extended period there is often 
limited advance notice to the 
Brigade of rescheduling.
Thank you all for your continued 
support.
Josh Ginty, Community 
Engagement, DIRFB

Above: A boat-full of support from 
Berowra brigade | Photo: Kathy Merrick; 
Left: Dangar Brigade members 
preparing for the Kiparra Reserve HR 
with support from Berowra and Milsons 
Point brigades | Photo: Brett South
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Trauma  Training
You’ve probably heard the gossip … they’re letting 
‘the rona’ in, even when it jumps the queue and 
comes by boat. My advice is much the same as last 
summer:

Training for trauma situation.  |  Photo Brenda Hall

Oddly fruity, and not in 
a good way
Jonathan Sykes 

It’s been a rough 2022 for the 
COVID-19 pandemic, shut down 
almost completely by the Dangar 
Island Bowlo Oktoberfest 
Homebrew Competition’s gala 
relaunch.

Get out and enjoy yourself as much as possible in 
the open air. 
Be mindful around people who have reduced 
immunity, and if you are immuno-compromised, 
don’t be shy about letting people know.
When you’re in busy public places, a properly fitted 
mask is your friend, and please continue to take 
care with your hand hygiene.
If you’re not fully vaccinated … now would be a 
good time to catch-up. If you test positive, please 
do the right thing … you know what that is.
If you are in a risk category and test positive, 
report the test and get anti-virals early … I hear 
they work like a dream!
Speaking of risk categories, if you’re one of those 
who thinks they can stretch just a bit further to get 
those Blackbutt leaves out of that gutter, when you 
don’t have someone footing your wobbly ladder 
… our CFR team is here for you. We’re clued-up 
on strapping you into a pelvic binder, neck collar 
and splints, and tying you onto a spine board. In 
the photo, it’s Rocky presenting his back to the 
camera, talking the team through their next move 
while our intrepid educator, Mike, reclines on the 
ramp at the community hall. 
Brenda Hall, 
CFR33 Dangar Island 
brenda.hall458@gmail.com

Suspended in 2019 in the 
wake of bombshell Al-Jazeera 
documentary Damp Thighs 
– Inside World Homebrew, 
DIBOHC is touring again. In 
a cheeky nod to the Qatari 
newshounds, Dean Finnigan’s 
Trickle Down Pale Ale swept 
the board with maximum points 
from both seated judges. “It’s 
going down the drain” was the 
only quibble, until it emerged the 

judge was reading out a tweet 
from Rishi Sunak. 
Newcomer Jon Exell’s Crack of 
the Arse fared less well, “nah 
fuck that’s disgusting” and “they 
know their product” among 
the more charitable reviews. 
Hardship too for past-it veteran 
Dinsdale Trelawney whose Flat 
As A Tack surprised no-one by 
being gluten-free. Steve Griffiths’ 
Contender split the panel. “Very 

mailto:brenda.hall458%40gmail.com?subject=
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Well, it’s certainly been an 
eventful time for the club 
lately! A consistent run of 
incredible fully booked out 
Sunday arvo concerts, packed 
Open Mic nights with very high 
standards of performance and 
water outages on a day we’re 
supposed to be hosting a party 
of 140 have all added to the 
excitement. As usual, all of these 
things are possible because of 
the dedication of our staff, our 
volunteers and the unstinting 
support of our community – 
thank you all!

DIBOHC brews | Photos: Mel Anderson

Dog Trumpet 12 Feb
QR link for Booking

William & Beans 15 Jan
QR link for Booking

You may have also noticed a new, 
more permanent version of our 
bamboo/rope/cable ties stage 
shelter – this time constructed 
with steel pole set in concrete, 
tensioned with wires. This was 
designed and installed by all 
round excellent man and friend 
of the club, Mark Fellows and 
made possible by a government 
grant applied for by Fiona 
Mullen. Thanks Fi and Mark! 

In the coming months we 
have some great events on the 
horizon. 
Sunday 15 January
William Crighton + Beans On 
Toast (UK)
William Crighton and Beans 

on Toast met at the 
UK festival Boomtown 
in 2018 and became 
mates immediately and 
began playing some 
shows together both in 
Australia and the UK. 
This show will feature 
a set from each of 
them plus a few songs 
together. This promises 
to be a very memorable 
one!
Thursday 26 
January
Festival Of 
Open Mic
Join us for what 

we hope will become 
an annual event on this 
day of mixed emotions. 
Staged outside and 
running from 12pm to 
6pm, this will be a ‘long 
form’ version of our 
popular monthly Friday 
evening sessions. We 
invite and encourage 
everyone to apply for a 
spot and wow us with 

their talent. Email Steve via 
dangarsunsplash@gmail.com to 
register a spot.
Sunday 12 February
Dog Trumpet 
Featuring Reg Mombassa 
and Peter O’Doherty, original 
members of iconic Aria award 
winning and Hall of Fame 
band Mental As Anything. Back 
in the day, the Mentals had a 
worldwide hit with Live it Up. 
Their songwriting contributions 
to the Mentals include Berserk 
Warriors, Egypt, Brain Brain, 
Apocalypso, Surf and Mull and 
Sex and Fun, Close Again and 
Psychedelic Peace Lamp.
Dog Trumpet also includes 
Bernie Hayes on Bass and Jim 
Elliot (Cruel Sea) on Drums. 
They will be showcasing their 
new album Shadowland along 
with other Dog Trumpet and 
Mentals favourites.
Steve Griffiths, President DIBC

inoffensive”, “bloody beautiful” 
and “toilet factor – high!” 
amounted to a solid mid-table 
finish for Steve, whose Gentle 
Giant 
received the 
most loving 
appraisal: 
“you could 
drink a lot 
but you 
shouldn’t”.

1st Trickle Down Pale Ale 
  – Dean Finnigan 
2nd The Contender 
  – Steve Griffiths 
3rd Gentle Giant IPA 
  – Steve Griffiths 
4th Flat As A Tack 
            – Jonathan Sykes 
5th Crack of the Arse  
  – Jon Exell

https://www.facebook.com/events/810129896703127
https://www.facebook.com/events/824468345485515
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by Chico & Zygote
A chunk of dubious trivia, cringeworthy gags and cryptic 
shenanigans for your holiday table. Cryptic clues are 
marked with a ©. Follow this QR link for online 
interactive version of the crossword...

Across
  1  Derived from the name of 9th century 
mathematician Al-Khwarizmi, finite sets of 
instructions used in computing (10)
  6  ©Indicators concerning spies (8)
11  Expenses (5)
15  Student (7)
16  Most ever (3-4,4)
17  ©Nobody has energy after midday (2-3)
18  Controversial Victorian Greens senator 
and indigenous activist ______ Thorpe 
(see pic) (5)
19  They study relationships between 
organisms and their surroundings (10)
20  Declared (8)
22  No guitar shop will allow you this route 
to heaven (8) 63D

66D

61D

12D

48A

28A

18A

23  2007 novel, subsequent TV adaptation 
and little known 1963 film on which 
Francis Ford Coppola was director for 3 
days. (3,6)
24  Part of an electric motor (6)
28  Britain's shortest-serving PM (see pic) (5)
30  ©Prepare succession (5)
31  One who believes practical designed is 
inherently beautiful (13)
33  ©Miss start of pitch? (4)
34  Robbed (12)
36  Fit (7)
38  Feeling far from 16 (3-4)
39  ©Right one to win! (4)
41  ©Sausage difficulty (4)
43  Instructions (7)

Holiday Xword #022

https://wolfchart.org/xword/2022_12/index.html
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45  Musical figure (7)
46  Mixtures (12)
48  French fashion designer known for geometric 
outlines and full skirts (see pic) (4)
50  ©Hitler delivers his kind of government! (13)
51  ©Shine at spreadsheets (5)
53  Jailed artist behind 2020's best-selling Crabs In A 
Bucket (5)
54  Diverging from a point (6)
55  Broadcast channels (4,5)
57  ©Entertain bias (8)
62  Roman emperor 37-41CE (8)
64  ©Room to manoeuvre as electron? (10)
65  Abrade (5)
67  Nail, screw and your nose, for example (5)
68  Projected representation of the night sky (11)
69  Major mode also known as natural minor (7)
70  Welsh DJ, four-time International Dance Music 
Awards and DJ Awards winner (5)
71  Unmarried woman and what nobody calls a DJ (8)
72  ©Candy canes represented dominance (10)

Down
  1  Pairs of genes that make up a genotype (7)
  2  Mum's mum (7)
  3  Happens upon (4,6)
  4  Of a trilogy (5-4)
  5  ©Lea Michele on vacation with bag trouble (6)
  7  Snob (7)
  8  ©Descendant upset strange dragon (5-8)
  9  Fixing (4)
10  Split (6)
11  Strengths (14)
12  Fondly remembered DIRFB Captain 1998 - 2010 

(see pic) (5)
13  Federal Member for Wentworth, Allegra _____ (7)
14  Phoneme variations eg the different way 't' is 
pronounced in stop, top and butter (10)
21  Operationally challenged! (6)
25  Cape in Shire of Douglas, QLD (11)
26  53, for example (6)
27  ©Headless horseman chases North        
Scandinavian (8)
28  Borne (9)
29  Sceptical (11)
31  ©Pine ridge obscures ocean view (4)
32  Values (9)
35  Autoelectrical system consisting of controller, coil 
and spark plugs (8)
37  ©Mathematics of logic made lagoon bearable for a 
change (7,7)
40  Representatives of authority (13)
42  ©George Lucas starts urge to fault (6)
44  Members of the genus Sus (4)
46  Easygoing (6)
47  5-20% of vinegar (6,4)
49  Comprehended (10)
52  ©Terrain's bluff! (9)
54  ©Quotes again? (7)
56  Lift (7)
58  Gradual destruction or diminution (7)
59  Feature of 50 (7)
60  ©Son strides mountainsides (6)
61  Member for Mackellar, Dr Sophie ___ (see pic) (6)
63  Jazz legend who printed cards showing him on the 
toilet with the slogan "Leave it all behind ya!" (see pic) (5)
66  Former Olympic skier and Member for Mackellar 
____ Steggall (see pic) (4)

Don't look now but here are the answers to the Botetiket Challenge 003 from p12: 1B, 2A, 3D, 4C

An epidemic is sweeping the Caravan Park at the 
moment. Jim Membership at No18 does a sort 
of bark when he sits down, while his neighbour 
Jan Kibbitch wears mostly Gore-Tex and can’t 
remember the name of the TV show she’s telling 
you about. All you can hear at the weekend is 
whippersnippers and dads with valve amps 
practising Rock The Casbah. It’s believed young 
people are unaffected.
Our local member Jason Westmoreland MP (Lib, 
Kuring-gai) has promised to wave at a select group 

of local residents from his yacht this Christmas, a 
French-built Alfonsin 60 in gunmetal with satin-coal 
spars. “Yeah, it looks pretty ‘bad-ass’ as the children 
would say,” he jokes “I’ll wave to as many of you as 
I can from the companionway, but unfortunately my 
wife has to stay below for her skin.”
Australia Day seems to get earlier every year, 
doesn’t it! I swear I saw flags in Woolies in 
October. It seems no sooner is Halloween over 
than Bunnings is playing Khe Sanh and running 
specials on tiki torches. Well I for one don’t like 
it. When I was a boy we didn’t even think about 
genocide until well into the New Year.
But it’s time to look to the future! Grantham’s 25th 
Annual Nude Badminton Day is almost upon us, 
with Sahaj Go officiating as usual.
Catch you on the uptide!
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BotEtiket 
Challenge 003 
Cybele Shorter
1. How do you ensure your vessel’s 
wash doesn't unreasonably impact 
the shore or other vessels (moored 
or underway)? 

A Travel at medium 
speed, over 4 knots but 
not quite planing 
B Frequently look 
behind to observe the 
effects of your wash 

and adjust your speed if necessary 
C Travel as close to other vessels as 
possible
D Travel as close to the shore as 
possible

2. When do you need a General 
Boat driving licence? 

A Only when driving a powered 
vessel at speeds over 10 knots 
B Only when driving a powered 
vessel at speeds over 20 knots 
C Only when driving a powered 
vessel
D Only when driving a commercial 
vessel

3. When can you throw rubbish 
overboard on NSW waterways? 
A Any time
B Any time if it consists of 
biodegradable food scraps 
C Only between sunset and sunrise
D Never – all rubbish must be taken 
ashore for appropriate disposal

4 What is the correct marine 
alphabet word for the letter X?
A Xmas
B Xylophone 
C X-ray
D Xanthorrhoea 

Answers on page 11

Top Tips 
from Stuart Allen

1. Always tie a boat up as though 
you are going to leave it for six 
months, even if you only plan to 
be 15 minutes.
2. Water in the fuel is the most 
common problem with commuter 
outboards. A water separating 
fuel filter costs a lot less than a 
carburettor clean and the time 
spent floating down the river.
3. Be aware of your wash. Even 
a small boat can make a enough 
wash to cause your fellow 
commuters harm or discomfort 
when travelling at the wrong 
speed.

Follow this QR 
link for Stuart's 
introduction to 
outboard engine 
care…

The Mullet Mail team are: 

Cybele Shorter, Genevieve Ginty, Lisa Hayes, Gareth Tillson, 
Kathy Merrick, Jonathan Sykes and Brenda Hall

Each edition of the Mullet Mail is also available in digital, 
colour form, along with archived editions at:  
www.dangarislandleague.com/mullet-mail

Please send your submissions for the next MM to:
mulletmail2020@gmail.com

This publication is sponsored by 
Dangar Island League and 
Rural Fire Brigade. 
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© Paul Taylor, Sails, Acrylic on Paper. 
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Fresh off the silk screen! 
Other Side Up - our 2023 Tea Towels 
Every household should have at least one.
Other Side Up features excerpts from our Mullet Mail archive, 
2008 to 2013. Light-hearted articles written by various legends, like 

Manfred Merl and Bruce Lambert, and 
other contributors from our community. 
Includes our signature masthead mullet by 
Heather Dorrough.
All funds keep our Mullet Mail in print.
Only $20 each - ORDER NOW!
mulletmail2020@gmail.com
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